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The ebbing of the Bolshevik tide, however, was brief, and within a few weeks the Bolshevik Party not only regained the ground lost but was expanding its influence. In August and September elections to municipal councils, Soviets, trade unions, and other agencies showed, as compared with the earlier period, a substantial increase in the Bolshevik vote at the expense of that of other socialist parties. The membership of the Bolshevik Party nevertheless remained small, though it rose from 24,000 at the beginning of 1917 to about 2007000 in August.
The anti-Bolshevik attitude of the Central Executive Committee during the July revolt led to the temporary abandonment of the slogan "All power to the Soviets.77 In the pamphlet On Slogans written early in July, Lenin argued that the slogan "All power to the Soviets" was appropriate for the opening phase of the revolution, when state power was shared by the "bourgeois" Provisional Government and the ^democratic" Soviets, and when there was a strong probability that the Soviets would pass under Bolshevik control. It was the slogan of "peaceful transfer of power from the bourgeoisie to the workers and peasants." On July 4, however, according to Lenin's most questionable interpretation, state power wras taken over by the counter-revolutionary bourgeoisie aided by the Mensheviks and the socialist revolutionaries. The "painless" assumption of power by the proletariat was no longer possible, and in the altered situation the slogan "All power to the Soviets7' had become "a mockery." The Soviets, Lenin held, would reassert themselves in the future, but the existing Soviets, tainted by collaboration with the bourgeoisie, were not representative of the working class. The sixth congress of the Bolshevik Party7 (July 26 to August 3) endorsed Lenin's views, although not without misgivings: the discarded slogan was one of the pillars of Bolshevik propaganda. For a while factory committees and trade unions were singled out by the Bolsheviks as the true agencies of the revolutionary proletariat Common opposition to the Kornilov movement, however, brought together the Bolsheviks and the Soviets and led Lenin,, in the article On Compromises written on September 1, to revive the slogan "All power to, the Soviets." Although the compromise he advocated (a cabinet of moderate socialists responsible to the Soviet) did not materialize, the Bolsheviks became the majority party in the Petrograd Soviet (August 31) and in the Moscow Soviet (September 6). The slogan "AH power to the Soviets" was therefore retained but was give©

